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Gtorybook [,and: A Holiday Tradition

One of South Jersey’s most popular
holiday traditions began forty years
ago with a vision by a local family-
owned business that catered to kids of
all ages.

Twenty four years prior, on Easter
Sunday, April 10, 1955, Esther and John
Fricano had launched a new roadside
attraction for the traveling public. In its
infancy, “Storybook Land”, was known )
for its’ inviting luncheonette & family [S

friendly attractions. Their modest ] (Above)
beginnings saw an expansion from [ | Storybook Land
a 5 acre highway stop, to a 25 acre, jy nallit’s Christ-
nursery rhyme themed amusement ERE mas glory.

park. With the help of their g (LefFt) Photo
children, John Jr and JoAnne and § submitted on
grandchildren John Il and Jessica, JSF Facebook by
John Sr and Esther Fricano were Shannon Piedra

witness to their vision becoming a
reality.

112 Woodland Ave, Suite A2
Somers Point, NJ 08244
www.painthappystudio.com

609-402-9802

Parties - Date nghfs Mommy & Me Classes -
Craft Clubs - Private Lessons
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- publisher's

Every season has its rewards. After the
holidays, we may need a reminder of

what there is to LOVE about January and

Features: February..We say “BRING ON THEWARM
Storvbook Land Winter!”
orybook Land.............cccccuce 3-5 WARM place by the fire,
Gift Guide.......ooeccrreernn 6-13 VVARM puppy (or kitty) napping beside you,
WARM flannel shirts,
Event Calendar .................. 14-15 WARM football desserts,

WARM hoodies for snuggling,

© © 06060 0 0 0 0 0 0 o
WARM sweatpants are calling,

ON THE COVER WARM socks for your soles,
Giovanni (left) JSF “Back to WARM Ugg boots to go,
School” photo winner and his WARM blankets for dosing,
friend Maxwell (right) get a big WARM pajamas are cozying,
surprise at Storybook Land! WARM festive old movies, binge-watching
PHOTO BY SAM BRENTARI missed stories,
CRONICK WARM sleepy Sundays, Start over Mondays!

Wishing you and your
Jmug Clhow o )
,: i I Family a WARM

Winter Season!

P.O. Box 96, Mays Landing, NJ 08330
PUBLISHERS, (reprint available with permission)
Mari Dattolo and Sherrii Brentari .
e Mari Datolo

1 Jersey Shore Family Editor and Publisher
Mari@]erseyShoreFamily.com

To place an event listing e-mail
information to Mari@]JerseyShoreFamily.com
FOR MORE INFO CONTACT MARI
Mari@)]erseyShoreFamily.com
609-829-8796

Jersey Shore Family is a free publication with a combined

circulation of approximately 20,000 distributed through Jersey Shore Famlly IS DYOUd
Atlantic County and online. Printed in the US. The t0 be a Suppomer O.F
publisher and advertisers will not be liable or responsible

for typographical errors, omissions, misinformation, etc. Hamilton Township

contained in this publication. We will not knowingly @
accept any advertising for products which are in
violation of the law. Comments can be received at mari@ P , n
jerseyshorefamily.com. Reproduction in whole or in

part without written permission is strictly prohibited.

All contents copyright 2019 Jersey Shore Family. eve r}fChild. one VOice-®
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In November 1980, the Fricano’s
launched “Christmas Fantasy
of Lights”. Each Fall, a cast of
storybook characters welcome Mr.
& Mrs. Claus with a festive holiday
parade, followed by the lighting of
millions of lights throughout the
property. Storybook Land also has
a Santa Claus house where Mr. and
Mrs. Claus pose for pictures and
listen to the wishes of thousands
of delighted children during the
holiday season.

As is the nightly ritual, Santa
waves a wand at dusk in
the weeks leading up to his
departure on Christmas Eve
and magically the Winter
Wonderland is on display. At
press time, the Park was also
a finalist with USA Todays’ Ten
Best Theme Park Holiday Events
in Americal!

In the warmer months, one
of the most appealing aspects
of the Park is the canopy
of shaded trees and vibrant
flower gardens. The meticulous
landscaping and remarkably
clean facilities makes even a
stroll of the grounds an enticing

reason to visit. At “The Seaport”
water play area, hot summer
days are met with cool water

e e

fun from late June to Labor Day.
Annual special events dot the calendar
during peak summer weekends, in
addition to the Easter Bunny in the
Spring and a cornucopia of activities
in the Fall. Besides the Park’s seasonal
events, some of Storybook Land’s most
prominent attractions include: J&J
Railroad Train; Out on a Limb; Tick Tock
Clop Drop; Bubbles the Coaster and
the TurtleTwirl.

Storybook Land is proud to have
been consistently voted as one of the
leading Atlantic City attractions in the
annual Best of the Press awards. In
2018, they received the Gold Award
for “Best Amusement Park”, the Gold

2019 Gift Guide

Award for “Best Family Fun Place”, and
the Silver Award for “Best Landmark!”
They have received the “Certificate in
Excellence” Award from Trip Advisor
and In 2005 they were also presented
with the “Best Preserved Family-Owned
Amusement Park” by the National
Historic Amusement Park Association.
Additionally, they have been recognized
as the third most affordable family
theme park in the U.S. by Top Villas
2019 Guide.

John Sr, and Esther certainly would
be proud to see the traditions their
family have carried on in their 64 year
history!

For more info.: www,storybookland.com

wwwJerseyShoreFamily.com 5
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Dronhe X Pro

Now you too can enjoy the latest craze
in photography! Its the closest thing to
flying yourself-We can’t wait to take it out
to the Beach!

RECORD YOUR EPIC ADVENTURES
WITH THIS FOLDABLE LIGHTWEIG
DRONE
DroneX Pro is a precision engineered
drone which is specifically designed
for easy flying, making it perfect to fly
inside or to record action shots whilst
on the move. Its foldable structure and
lightweight design makes it an essential
item for any adventure!

GO FURTHER, FASTER
DroneX Pro is the fastest drone of its
size, flying at speed of up to 12 metres
per second with a top transmission
distance of 2km. — Starting at $99

( Teachs Pic + N

Erector Engineering & Robotics Kit
by Meccano

Our STEM girl loved this gift. It only took her 30 min-
utes to put the windmill together (of which she was
really proud). She liked all the miniature tools and
loves the idea of building tons of new contraptions.
She’s trying to decide what to build next with the
“cool” tools included in the kits. Ages 10 & up. —
$69.99

6 wwwJerseyShoreFamiy.com 2019 Gift Guide
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Lucky Fortune
Blind Collectible Bracelets - 4
Pack Take-Out Box - Series 1

by WowWee
Our girls LOVED these blind
boxes. Some of the best quality
we’ve ever seen in this type of gift.
Great for stocking stuffer or will fit
right at home under the tree. Your
pre-teens will love these collect- 3
ibles. Don’t buy just one! —11.88 ‘

A scary movie night theme, 6-12
players, non-murder for ages 9 to
adult’s wanting a lighthearted, easier
sleuth. See if you are up to figuring out
who is trying to prevent Oakley Starr
from playing the selected scary movie!
This is the instant download version
of the game - instantly download upon
purchase. — Starting at $41.95

. F 3
Baby Shark Official Song Puppet ,' ~
w’th Tempo Con'tY'OI by WowWee -ﬁ
Who doesn’t love Baby Shark? Your littles will get a kick \
out of making their baby shark sing the song. Only tiny \
hands can control the puppet’s tempo. Watch as your kids L - i
sing along to their favorite new puppet. Ages 2+ — $16.99 "

2019 Gift Guide wwwJerseysShore .com 7
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Whatsitsface
', Flip the face or twist to knob to

change between, happy, sad, sur-
prised, angry, laughing and sound
asleep. Our kids got a kick out of
flipping the faces around. It's a
great tool to help parents discu

y N s v V V N \ feelings with their children.

PR S Be S8 we @ —29.99

Baby Shark Tablet

by WowWee

This educational toy is listed for kids 2+

but we found our 9month old had even
more fun pushing the buttons and
“singing” along. Great learning toy
and good quality for the younger
guys. — $16.99

Top and Bake
Wooden Pizza Counter
Play Food Set

by Melissa & Doug

A COMPLETE PIZZA COUNTER SET: The
Melissa & Doug Top and Bake Wooden
Pizza Counter Play Food Set is a 34 piece
wooden play pizza making set with counter/
pizza oven that allows kids to create made the way

you like it pretend pizza Our toddler enjoyed making mom

and dad pizza for lunch! | can see this will quickly become her favorite activity! — $16.99

8 wwwJerseyShoreFamiy.com 2019 Gift Guide
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MepDoozy
3D Pen Get

SUPER CUTE TOY - 3D pen can be
customized with Emoji stickers
(cat, bear, pig) which can be
attached to the led area of 3D pen.
Project book makes the characters
alive describing their personality.

O SMmey, Se Freg

&)

" ©'©
\weleg, L 39

Wireless 3D pen - rechargeable built in battery, works
up to 2 hours; Low temperature nozzle - no burns; No
risk of nozzle clogging; Lightweight design & durable
assembly $59.99

‘é.“_(rlen%

Kidizoom Spin and Smile
Camera

by VTech
Perfect for the child who shows an inter-
est in taking pictures/video. My nephew is
entertained for hours! This kid-friendly 2.0
Mega pixel camera features a rotating lens
so your child can easily snap a
self-portrait. A great voice recording
feature with 5 differ-
ent voice changing

—59.99

2019 Gift Guide www.JerseyShoreFamily.com 9
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Holiday Plaid Caramel
Apples and Confections
GIFT TRAY

Impress your children’s teachers
all at one time with this festive gift
tray. Includes two White Chocolate
Dipped and two Milk Chocolate
Dipped Caramel Apples with red and
green chocolaty drizzle, two solid
Milk Chocolate Christmas trees with
peppermint crunch, and two bags of
White Chocolate Pretzel Bites. This
_ tray will make anyone’s Christmas a
little sweeter! — $56.99

www.mrsprindables.com

RI
eurning 5:51‘94
Because W

every child 4
deserves the }.ﬁ. /

chance to ==
SHINE =

Certified teachers offering quality Tutoring Services,
Preschool Prep Program, Orton-Gillingham, Speech Services
and Enrichment Classes (Spanish, S.T.E.A.M and Magic).

Reasonable Rates Offered (i)
For more information contactusat 609.277.3996  Available

Suite 2E - Mays Landing Square « www.brillalearningacademy.com

10 wwwJerseyshoreFamily.com 2019 Gift Guide
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Nest Hammock Swing Chair

3

by Artistchoose

When they still enjoy the
simple pleasures of being a
kid-help them hold onto it just
a little longer! Easy to set up
and take down — Suspends
from single suspension point
and easy to relocate — Hangs
from most sturdy trees, posts,
swing sets, or ceilings for se-
cure hammock suspension —
Fold-up design, save package [
space — 39.99

Includes:

o Admission
» Transportation
Tickets Only " Gratuities
e Parking
$49 Adutts « Ghack

$¢0 Kids under 10

Monday, February 17, 2020

Deluxe Motor Coach roundtrip transportation to the
Crayola Experience in Easton, PA {eaving 8am and returning 6pm
Departs from : Farley ServiCe Plaza on the AC Expressway

For Reservations: Mari@JerseyShoreFamily.com
Payment is due in £ull upon booking. Afl Children must be accompanied by ah adult.

2019 Gift Guide www.JerseyShoreFamily.com n
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Zip Wireless Mobile v roiroid
Photo Mini Printer

STUNNINGLY VIBRANT PRINTS — ZINK ZERO
INK printing technology eliminates the need

for film, ink, toners, cartridges, and ribbons.

The premium 2x3[] sticky peel-back paper
prints are not only colorful, bold, and lifelike, ‘
but are also water-resistant, tear-resistant,
smudge-proof, and dry to the touch —$99.95

UE Roll Voicano Black \ fﬁm .y "
Wireless Portable Bluetooth = .
Speaker (Waterproof) R

byUltimate Ears = ” N~

UE ROLL is the powerful, pint-

sized speaker that brings the
noise to hidden beaches, cliff
jumps and mountain climbs.
It’s big, beautiful, unapolo-
getically awesome sound
that’s small enough to take
anywhere. *Waterproof for up
to 30 minutes and a depth of |
meter.—$94.85

—r

- ‘,A"

Cambiami

Patented interchangeable sandals.
Mix and match every style with over
a 1,000 combinations. They even
have wedged sandals for the dresser
occasions. Save space while travel-
ing and get multiple wears with
different looks.

Holy Stone Drone with
Camera Live Video WiFi
Quadcopter by Holy Stone

With Altitude Hold and Headless Mode, you can
keep the drone hovering in the air and tell the di-
rection easily. Press one key to Take the drone Off
or Land it. The advanced camera and gimbal dial
function ensure high-quality image. Camera angle
Adjustable.You can also wear your VR Glasses to
enjoy the scenery.—$105.00
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Locker Lookz by Locker Lookz

Girls can give their school locker

a make-over from basic to

beautiful with high-fashion locker
decorations that make it easy for
them to have an amazing locker

in no time! LockerLookz gives

your girls the power to express
themselves through our unique mix-
and-match locker design collections
of wallpaper, storage, accessories,
rugs, and lighting. Our girls

loved the LockerLookz Magnetic
Chandelier... Classy! i
Prices range from $3.99 - $18-99 WIF

Audiophile Shelf System by crosey

The Crosley Audiophile Shelf System
is different than anything you've seen
or heard before. Start with the clean,
“new-stalgic”look that takes design
cues from modern art and features
gently rounded cabinet corners with
sleek retro accents. Featuring a dock
for iPad, iPhone or iPod, that lets you
hook up and charge your device
—$249.95

Chromebook 11.6" LED

Notebook in Silver
by Samsung

From among the world’s lightest to the
most powerful, Samsung mobile computers
take productivity with you wherever you go.
1.70 GHz, Exynos processor, 2GB Memory,
16GB Storage. Super light, super fast,
super cool.... AND affordable! Need we say ~

more? — — .
—$249.99

2019 Gift Guide wwwJerseyShoreramily.com 13
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Read‘ ‘/
o ekﬂstme

PROFESSIONAL
TAROT READINGS

Events e Parties
Email e Video
Tarot Classes

Individual
Consultations

www.ReadByChristine.com
FB: “Read By Christine”

BRW

PACKAGES
SPECIAL EVENTS

ESCAPE ROOM ADVENTURES

"Family Entertainment at its Finest"

e ©.5

SHORE

609-569-048 1
513 Tilton Rd. Northfield

ESCAPE AT THE ¢

12 www.JerseyShoreFamily.com

Space Blaster Shoomng Game

by Sharper Image
This Space Blaster Shooting Game is the
2-in-1 playset that’s out of this world! First,
it's a two-player laser tag game in which
opponents zap each other with harmless
beams of infrared light. Second, it's a 1- or
2-person target shooting game, with a base
station that projects meteors onto your
walls. Blast as many meteors as you can...
before you run out of time! Includes 2 blast-
—$59.99

ers and projector.

ENTERTAINMENT CENTEﬁ '
Tpol;g\! u _Hpiid_apartieg o

Order Fodd from Our Banguet
Menu and Get 25% 0
- Bowling Package

Ny 2NEW
< EVEPAIRY‘I'EIAEEI'i

& Boviing, Bufe & Party Far

6622 Black Harse Pike, EH.T » www.KingPinBowlingN).com

609-641-5117
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Find Tt by XY Find It
This will be the gift that ‘keeps giving’ for the
Dad in our famiy! Feel Confident Knowing You'll
Never Lose Your Most Valuable Possessions—
Like Your Car, Pets, Phone, Luggage, Wallet, or
Keys—Ever Again! — $39.99

Perfect Drink ByBrooistone
App-Controlled Smart
Bartending

Now every Dad can be a bartending super hero.
We were super impressed with the accuracy of
the measurements along with the number of
recipes. We couldn’t get our Dads away from the
bar... Perfect for holiday entertaining!

—$99.00

2019 Gift Guide
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“[Z¢¥Mom -
A Mother’s [Love Is Forever
Personalized Music Box

by Bradford
Exchange

Now, celebrate the blessings of motherhood with
A Mother’s Love Is Forever Personalized Music
Box, exclusively from The Bradford Exchange.
This one-of-a-kind treasure is personalized with
the names of up to 6 family members for a
meaningful touch. — $59.99

See a sample of the
collection online at www.
shaynabjewelry.com

or call (609)350-3864

Meaningful Yet Reasonably Priced

Chakra inspired necklaces are available in

10 colors and a variety of charms. Perfect for
the yogi/yogini on your list or for that special
someone that likes to shine. $70 each or 3 for
$175.

15
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Planet Board Game

by Blue Orange
A unique family strategy game where
you create your own world in your
hands. Exclusive 3D globes are used
as player boards. Strategize to create a
perfect world and ecosystem for your
wildlife. Simple rules but lots of room
for strategy makes this a great game for
families. You need to make a good use of
space while including your own creative
design. Only suggestion would be to
include some educational information
on the backs of the cards to help kids
learn more about animals and habitats.
We couldn’t stop playing. Endless oppor-
tunitites for strategic game challenges.
Ages 8 & up. — $29.99

A
(-5

Tumble Maze by Blte Orange

Challenge your mind in this logic fueled solo puzzle !
game. Navigate through obstacles to get the stainless !
steel balls into a specific spot. Position specific walls on
the board to guide the balls. This solo play game kept us
busy for hours. Choose your own level of challenge and 8
get the balls rolling. So much fun! Navigating between \ ol |
the obstacles and using the extra optional walls makes i ;3.@,.
every game a different adventure in physics. Thumbs up N .
all the way. Any puzzle lover will be thrilled to find this = X ;/
one under the tree. Ages 8 and up. — $24.99 :

16 wwwJerseyshoreFamily.com 2019 Gift Guide



SIide Quest by Blue Orange

The bad guys have taken over our beautiful kingdom and it’s in total
chaos! Help the knight get to the end of each map all while avoiding
traps and obstacles. Includes 20 maps for your knight to traverse

The extra rule variations extend gameplay and add even more suspense
to the adventure! SO COOL! Great dexterity game. We loved rolling our
little “Knights” through the huge assortment of “worlds” or mazes. So
many levels are provided it seems like we could play this game for ever.
You need to manuver between different obstacles while you try to get
your player to it's objective. SO FUN! You can even get an app for your
phone to make it more interesting with timers and other options For 1 to

4 players. Ages 7 & up. — $29.99 ‘
.S/HE% Sherlock

Bears in Barrels by Biue Orange

Why can’t | win this game? The kids won every time,
they are just too fast! Use logic and deduction skills
to help Sherlock find moriarty’s accomplice! Channel
you can And pass it to your neighbor. Don't get your inner detective to expose the culprit and win the
caught by the other bear or you'll lose honey round. Includes 27 suspect cards, 36 alibi cards, and
tokens! Perfect party game for all ages! More illustrated rules. This game is deceptibly complex. It
difficult for our little guys but fun for the whole appears to be super fun and easy, until you notice the
family. Some of our older kids got extremely com- very slight differences in the cards. That kicks it up to
petitive and really faught to keep their honey. We awhole new level. Our kids still continued to beat our
haven't seen these guys get so “into” a game in butts, but we were at least able to even the playing
along time. Definite thumbs up for originality. field a little by adding in the optional detail. 2-6 player
Ages 7 & up. — $15.99 game Ages 7 & up. — $15.99

A fun team game focused on dexterity. Use one
finger to flip the bear right side up as fast as

Beagle Or Bagel » z.cows

TA fun family friendly challenge, stimulating visual perception. Flip cards quickly

and call out “Beagle” or “bagel”, depending on which one you think is showing

the most 3 different ways of playing including a rule using tokens.

E g@ S Really? A game about beagles? Our family dog is a beagle so we were

super interested in this one from the start. Fast game play made for

mew&a“ fast fun. Good for the whole gang. We had fun playing this after a big
family dinner. Our pup Rivers gives it a “Paws Up” for sure. For 2to 6

players. Ages 7 & up. — $13.99

2019 Gift Guide wwwJerseyShoreFamily.com 17
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Cubebot Micro by Areaware

These little robots were a BIG hit with the entire
family. Kids between ages 4 and 9 had fun chang:
ing shapes and playing “robot.” Older kids had
races trying to get the wooden toys back into their
cubes. Moms and Dads were finding homes for
them on their desks at work.

—Available at www.areaware.com

(]
Holiday Poppers
by Hog Wild Toys
Lookout for popping holiday
fun! We LOVE these little .
poppers, safe and fun
for everyone. POP! We ) ‘
couldn’t put them down! . .
The ever-festive Holiday Pig
Popper is joined by three new friends: the
Holiday Snowman, Holiday EIf and Holiday
Reindeer! —$9.99

Charm Necklace

Jewelry Kit

by Sugar LULU

With everything they
need to make a super
special necklace, this kit
is a great gift for every
girl. Packaged in a cool,
collectible tin.

A perfect gift to give and get! —$25.99

18 wwwJerseyshoreFamily.com

Just like a real puppy, he loves to learn new tricks.
Teach him to speak, sit, lay down, rollover, shake a
paw and more! Zoomer is an interactive puppy with
multiple sensors that enable him to behave just like
areal dog. —$99.99

Fido's Favorites

(Faux Sheepskin)

No dog’s toy box should be without these time-
less classics! These toys are soft and comfy for
snuggling, yet durable enough to handle intense
playtime. Available in four styles: balls, bones,
tugs, teds. Now through December, these toys
come with a red ribbon and “To/From” gift card.
—$5.49-$14.99.

Available at Www.premier.com

2019 Gift Guide



B SILLY SELFIES

©  come alive on thebig screen!

Buy tickets online and save %

*4 OFF

ADMISSION

tickets.crayolaexperience.com

Enter Code: JSFM1g

30 Centre SquareEaston, PA18042| 610-515-8000 | CrayolaExperience.com

2019 Gift Guide wwwJerseyShoreFamily.com

19



Star Wars™

Play Ic200c¢
Showerheads Mini Projector b puw

by Oxygenics® This is a pretty nifty little gadget. It worked
May the force be with you... in the shower? Yep, right out of the box with both a MAC lap-

that’s right, we found an idea gift for the Star top and an Android phone. We like small,
Wars lover in your life. The R2D2 Showerhead minimalist devices, and this seems to be just
or the Darth Vader Handheld Shower are great perfect (rather than a big bulky beamer). We
ways to bring a little out-of-this-world fun to were surprised at how bright it was and the
your morning routine. — $24.99 - 29.99 speaker quality was great. — $149

Bissell SpotClean Cordless
Portable Spot Cleaner

Does this baby ever do the job! We tried it out
on furniture, car upholstery, carpets and even

a bed spread...Amazing! It's lightweight and
easy to use, perfect for tight spaces and spot
cleaning. With a household full of kids and pets ) _ .
we don’t know how we kept the house clean SPOTCLEAN
without it. A great gift for a busy mom or dad. e
—$149.99

@ W&  ap op Star Wars Droid
Inventor Kit

by littleBits

Kids can now create their own Droid and
bring it to life using littleBits electronic blocks!
Then they’ll take it on 16+ missions and give
| it new abilities in the free Droid Inventor app.
fitleBits Y 1 ) ) ‘ ) —$99.99

20 wwwJerseyshoreFamily.com 2019 Gift Guide



BIRTHSTONE By shayna B Jewelry
id BRACELETS -
:2

Looking for a unique gift
for a special someone

on your list? This
birthstone ID bracelet
combines sterling

silver letter cubes with
Swarovski crystals,
semiprecious stones, and
bali silver to create a one-
of-a-kind unforgettable gift. If itis for a youngster,
an adjustable chain will be added to the bracelet
so it can grow with them. Each strand is $100 for
adult length or $85 for a child’s length.Contact us
at shayna@shaynabjewelry.com or (609)350-3864
to discuss your bracelet. —$89.95

!Oﬁon Ci’ry N

“CERTAIN EXCLUSIONS MAY APPLY

Christmas Is On The Way

SR AR A S SR kS gk Ok

Let Us Help You Find
That Perfect Gifi For Everyone!

oglle's

Central Square, Linwood

609-653-1743

Give the gift of Education Present this coupon for a ONE TIME use of

Wi i;l toys from %D q @FF

2019 Gift Guide wwwJerseyShoreFamily.com 2]
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Q%’o’lﬁﬂ'aﬂ Sflucnce in
Ghristmas ‘Craditions

ith the marriage of Queen

Victoria of Great Britain to Prince
Albert in 1840, many new fashions and
traditions were begun in both Europe
and the United States, particularly the
celebration of Christmas as a holiday.
By the end of the nineteenth century,
Christmas had become the
most celebrated event of
the year. After nearly
one hundred and
eighty years, many
of those Christmas
customs are still
practiced today,
centered around
family, charity,
goodwill, peace,
and the birth of
the Savior.

As Prince
Albert was from
Germany, he
brought with him
the tradition of
decorated Christmas
trees. In 1848 the
“London Times” featured
an illustration of this new
holiday tree at Windsor Castle,
decorated with nuts, fruits, sweets
and treats. The custom of live trees
in the Victorian Era quickly became
popular when it arrived in America in
1850. By 1901, buying a tree from a
commercial vendor had become such a

22

wwwJerseyShoreFamily.com

trend that conservationist president
Theodore Roosevelt in protest, refused
to have a Christmas tree in the White
House. As a result of the shortage of
trees, the first Christmas tree “farm”
was started in our own state capital of
Trenton, New Jersey.

Mistletoe started with the
Victorians in the form of a glass
trinket called a kissing ball’.
The ball was lined with
various greens and hung
in entryways to invite a
kiss on the cheek and a
wish for a prosperous
new year. Decorating
with evergreen sprigs
and holly branches
were also a popular
holiday decoration for
their continuous color
throughout the winter
season. This tradition
would often include
scented herbs and
foliage and the practice of
decorating would become
known as ‘decking the halls’.

In 1843 the first Christmas
card was commissioned with a festive
illustration and a Christmas message.
By 1880 the practice of sending
Christmas cards had become such a
popular holiday tradition that over
11.5 million pieces were produced that
year. By comparison, in 2017 more

2019 Gift Guide



than 15 billion holiday cards were
delivered by our US Postal Service.

Another Christmas custom
introduced by the Victorians is a
warmed beverage usually made with
hot ale or mulled cider, referred to as
“wassail”. Eventually the practice of
going door to door called ‘wassailing’
became popular in 1833 when the first
significant collection of carols were
written. Later, the tradition of singing
festive Christmas songs was referred
to as ‘caroling’ a holiday ritual that
continues today with choral groups
and church choirs.

Gift giving was initially a custom
celebrated with the New Year.
However, as the Victorians placed
more emphasis on the Christmas
holiday, gift giving became more
central to the Christmas festivities.
Early on, presents were hidden among
the branches of the holiday tree. Often

they were gifts of food including:
preserves, jams jellies, cookies, candy,
and especially oranges and apples.
As gifts became more elaborate and
handmade or store bought, they
moved from the tree’s branches to
underneath the tree.

The centerpiece of the holiday
festivities was-and continues to be
the Christmas Feast. By the early
twentieth century, roast turkey with
all the trimmings had become the
dominant dish of the celebration.
Early Victorian recipes included mince
pie which later evolved into more
elaborate sweets and confections,
including sugar coated plums
(sugarplums) and Christmas pudding.
Today, homemade cookies, holiday
pies and fanciful pastries are the
culmination of the holiday banquet for
generations of American families.

— By: M D Dattolo

4480 Black Marse Dike
Fasiival af Mamilisn Shapping Fentar

Give the
Gift of Martial Arts
for the Holidays

Gift Certificates and

Gift Packages Available

Classes for Kids ages
312, Teens and Adults

Ask About Qur 6
Week Trial Offer!

609-839-5981 » www.DevinesMartialArts.com
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november 22 Ll fanary |

An Old Fashioned Christmas Exhibit
Emlen Physick Estate, Cape May, NJ

Friday & Saturday

november 22 ¢ 23

73rd Annual Christmas Mart
Greate Bay Country Club, Somers Point, NJ

thra

Holiday Light Show
Historic Smithville, NJ

thru december 3 |

Lamplighter Christmas House Tour
Cape May, NJ

Every Weekend

thru december 22

Magical Talking Tree ¢ Christmas Train Ride
Story Time with Mrs. Claus
Historic Smithville, NJ

thru december |2

Holiday Inns Tour
Cape May, NJ

Wednesday

december 4 JIELR

Holiday Lunch & Learn: Christmas
Traditions: Decking the Halls

Historic 535 Washington St, Cape May, NJ

24

wwwJerseyShoreFamily.com

Friday

Christkindlmarkt:
Old Time Holiday Craft Market

The Tuckerton Seaport, Tuckerton, NJ
Saturday

Hear Ye, Hear Ye! Calling all Vendors for A
Dickens of a Holiday

Atlantic County Library System, Mays Landing, NJ

Crafts at Christmas
Cape May, NJ

thru december 28

Christmas Candlelight House Tours
Cape May, NJ

Sunday

Dickens Christmas Extravaganza
Cape May, NJ

Saturday

december | | 4 AW

Atlantic City Christmas Parade
Atlantic City Boardwalk, Atlantic City, NJ

Sunday

december | § BE

A Longwood Gardens Christmas
Longwood Gardens, Kennett Square, PA

december| | 6 Bila1Bdecember | 9

Cheery Cherry House Christmas Tour
Cape May, NJ

2019 Gift Guide




esnagl ) thru

Physick Family Christmas House Tour
Emlen Physick Estate, Cape May, NJ

Saturday

december 2 | B

Zion United Methodist Church

Bargaintown NJ

december 27 Kilal

Disney on Ice presents Road Trip

Adventures

Wells Fargo Center, Philadelphia, PA

TYains... Trains.. 7}(‘9 :
N

PatCong Valley Railroad

Rt. 40, Richland
December 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22 2019

January 4, 5, 11, 12, 18, 19 2020
The times each day are 10AM to 4 PM unless otherwise noted

Ocean City Train Show
Music Pier, Moorlyn Terrace & Boardwalk
December 7th and 8th (10am-4pm)
Admission is $3 for adults and $1 for children.

DEeceMBER 2471H, 6:30, 7:30 & 8:30pM
FAA clears Santa for take off

Track Santa by calling 609-485-6000

W November 29th December 13th \
WAYNE BRADY RICK SPRINGFIELD & RICHARD
Hard Rock Casino Hotel MARX
Thu,Nov 21 - Thu, Dec 5 Borgata Casino Hotel The Music
FROZEN 2:THE IMAX November 30th Box 9:00 PM
EXPERIENCE TANYATUCKER
Tropicana Casino Hotel, IMAX Hard Rock Casino Hotel December |5th
Theatr ATLANTIC CITY BALLET
RUN DMC PRESENTS THE NUTCRACKER
November 22nd Hard Rock Casino Hotel Caesars Casino Hotel
DOOBIE BROTHERS
Hard Rock Casino Hotel 8:00 PM December 7th THE CULT —A SONICTEMPLE
LUANN DE LESSEPS: COUNTESS ~ Hard Rock Casino Hotel 8:00 PM
SOUTHSIDE JOHNNY & THE AND FRIENDS
ASBURY JUKES Borgata Casino Hotel The Music December 19th-22nd
Hard Rock Casino Hotel 8:00 PM Box 8 PM STAR WARS:THE RISE OF
SKYWALKER
November 23rd Michael Bolton Greatest Hits THE IMAX EXPERIENCE
JASON BONHAM'S LED ZEPPELIN  Golden Nugget Casino Hotel Tropicana Casino Hotel, IMAX
EVENING Theatre
Hard Rock Casino Hotel December 8th
STOCKTON PRESENTS: December 21st
November 24th HANDEL'S MESSIAH JASON ISBELL
DISCO LIVE Borgata Casino Hotel Event Center  Borgata Casino Hotel The Music
@rd Rock Casino Hotel Box 9:00 PM )
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Don't
Miss the
Christmas
Fantasy

with Lights

Parade

Nov. 16th.

Park Hours

. 2PM-9PM.

Rain date
November 17th.

Christmas Fantagy Witk Lights
A South Jersey Tradition for over 25 years!
TR S e d g K
See website for hours * www.storybookland.com
6415 Black Horse Pike * Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234 ¢ 609-646-0103 .~
E et et o — 7y RSt T s s o ey ol e L



